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Bob Dylan once wrote something about changing times,
and if you can't lend a hand in making the new path, you
should step aside to make way for those who can.

Thanks to an out-of-box approach by a number of
American organizations and some visionary thinkers at
our very own Foreign Ministry, the future path of hasbara
is rapidly changing forever. While this new approach
doesn't suggest that we abandon traditional methods of
"explaining” Israel's positions, it certainly provides a
complementary alternative outlook on not only how we
conduct Israel advocacy, but how we want Israel to
appear in the eyes of the world.

This past Sunday evening, 11 exhausted American
journalists left Ben-Gurion Airport after spending eight
days on a Youth Media junket sponsored by ISRAEL21c,
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Palestinian conflict. But the only images and information
they've received over the past five years have been
about suicide bombings, IDF raids, burned-out buses
and Ariel Sharon's illness.

THE PURPOSE of the Youth Media Tour was to show
the group of reporters and editors who write for the youth
market that Israel is one cool place - bursting with music,
sounds, food, ideas, opinions and youth culture - and
provide them with concrete ideas for stories that they
could write for their publications which would make Israel
come alive and become more relevant to the lives of
their readers.

Therefore, when the group attended a session on the
Israeli film industry hosted by Jerusalem Post film critic
Hannah Brown, and were addressed by successful
producer/directors Joseph Cedar (Campfire) and Gal
Uchovsky (Yossi and Jagger), they were treated to
advance screenings of the director's upcoming films -
both of which will be released in the US.

Likewise, when they attended a sneak-peek rehearsal of
choreographer Emanuel Gat's dance troupe at the
Suzanne Dellal Center, they learned that the show they
enjoyed would be performed later this year at New York
City's Lincoln Center.
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