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By HARLEY LIPPMAN

he recent elections in -
_ Israel — another demon-'. -
stration of the country’s’

democratic resiliency in the face
of ongoing conflict — have - mies: ¢ R
. “life ‘and: dlgnity agalnst us by

GOMMENTARY - h1dmg a.mong cwllians and tal-_ :

given rise to speculation that a = 7 7

different coalition government -

may affect the friendship

between our two countries. As it

is far from clear which leader or

party will form the next govern- -

ment, one thing is certain: the -

ties that bind the Israel-U.S.

special relationship are strong, .

enduring and not conditional on’

which coalition comprises the
government in Israel. :

 The elections in
“Israel are another
signal to the world§
that Israel upholds |
- democracy and |

~freedom in the |
face of those who }
- espouse hatred of §

~these values.

The longstanding close rela-- .
tionship between America and
Israel is the result of shared val- -
ues and heritage, strategic coop-
eration, decades of mutual admi-,
ration and affection, :

Our mutual comimitment to
individual {reedoms and democ- -!

- racy serves to enhance our com- “
mon determination to live free .
from tyranny and oppression..
Our cultural ties and shared val- -
ues are rooted in ancient biblical "
texts as well as the modern
ideals of democracy, human.
rights and justice. Israeli and
American scientists and engi
neers collaborate to create life-
saving biomedical devices, new.
space technology to further
humanity’s understanding of the -
cosmos and a myriad of produc-_ \
tivity-enhancing technologies. -
Israeli and American academics, .




